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REMARKS 

Applicant's remarks are preceded by those of the examiner, quoted in small, bold-faced 

type. 

2. Claim 1-3, 8, 10, 11, 14, 16, 20, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 

anticipated by Anscher (US 5,564,131) 

Anscher discloses an apparatus (1) including harness (10) being worn on the upper part of the body 
which supports a lower body worn garment (5), having a first piece of a detachable connector (3) that is configured 
to be attachable and detachable from a second piece of the detachable connector (2), col. 2, line 48 - col. 3, line 39 
and as shown in figures 3 and 4. 

Applicant has amended claim 1 . Anscher does not disclose "a connector comprising a 
second piece of a detachable connector, the second piece being configured to be attachable to and 
selectively detachable from the first piece," as recited in amended claim 1 . Anscher discloses a 
buckle 1 having "a first member 2 which is adapted to be coupled to a second member 3." (figs. 
3 and 4; col. 2, lines 50-51). Anscher discloses that a "snap fitting action" is used "to couple the 
second member [3] to the first member [2]," and that "second member 3 will be retained on the 
stem 8" of first member 2. (col. 3, lines 25-26, 32-35). However, the snap fitting action is also 
an "important safety feature of the buckle of the invention" that prohibits the second member 3 
from separating from first member 2 until "the buckle is placed under a predetermined load (e.g., 
20 lbs.)." (col. 3, lines 50-53). If anything, such a load teaches away from second member 3 
being selectively detachable from first member 2. Thus, amended claim 1 is patentable over 
Anscher. Claims 2-19 are dependent on amended claim 1 and patentable for at least the same 
reasons. 

Applicant has amended claim 20. Anscher does not disclose "a clothing fixture 
configured to attach to and detach from an item of clothing." Anscher only discloses "member 2 
includes planar tab section 4 which can be attached to a garment ... by sewing with a strong 
nylon thread 6," which does not allow member 2 to detach from the garment, (figs. 3 and 4; col. 
2, lines 52-55). Thus, amended claim 20 is patentable over Anscher. Claims 21-25 are 
dependent on amended claim 20 and patentable for at least the same reasons. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 4-7, 9, 1 1-13, 17-18, and 21-22 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 

would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. Claim 6 is allowable because the prior art does not teach or suggest the recitation therein 
including a chest protector having each of the raised impact surfaces with a downward deflecting angled surface 
between upper and lower portions thereof. 

Applicant appreciates the indication of allowance and has added new claims 37-107. 
However, applicant does not understand the examiner's remark regarding the allowability of 
claim 6. 



8. Claims 26-30 are allowable because the prior art does not teach or suggest the recitation 

therein including a method of removably attaching upper and lower ends of a connector to a harness and a pair of 
pants, respectively in combination a layer of clothing is worn over the harness, such that the upper end of the 
connector from the harness is released without removing the layer of clothing. 

Applicant appreciates the indication of allowance. 
Enclosed is a $980 check for excess claim fees. 
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